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The Hillside Curriculum 

 
At Hillside we have worked alongside our Trust to develop a curriculum that is broad and 

balanced and meets the ambition of the National Curriculum.  Below is the vision and model 

that we have adopted and adapted to meet the needs of our children. 

 

Our curriculum begins with our curriculum principles, these have been tailored specifically to 

the needs of our children and our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We use Key Knowledge Progression Documents (KKPDs) which have been developed within 

our Trust.   The FHP KKPDs have been created to ensure coverage, progression and retention 

of knowledge within our curriculum.  Each document identifies the composite knowledge 

that children need to learn in each year group through a series of progressive statements.  

Each statement is either phrased as ‘know’ to represent that these statements are 

substantive knowledge or ‘know how’ to represent procedural and / or disciplinary 

knowledge.  

 

The model below shows how we have developed our curriculum. 

 

 

Broaden Horizons 

Many of our children come from 

deprived backgrounds or have 

little experience of the world 

beyond Hucknall.  We want to 

broaden their horizons so they 

gain a better understanding of the 

world in which we live. 

Communication Based 

Many of our children struggle with 

communication when they join us 

in the Early Years and so we want 

to ensure that they have secure 

foundations on which to build in 

order to join the world of work. 

Values Driven 

We want our children to become 

good, moral citizens and so we 

use our values to support our 

children to make wise choices.  



 

 

This year we will be developing the diagonal links in our curriculum using concepts.  The 

concepts will support children in making links across subjects and years in order to gain a 

deeper understanding of what they are learning.   

 

 

Maths 

At Hillside we are passionate about developing numerate children who have a love and 

understanding of maths. As a school we encourage a relentless pursuit of mathematical 

understanding and skill in order to help our pupils to become inquisitive and confident 

mathematicians. Over the last few years we have been working to embed the idea of 

Mastery within our Maths teaching- encouraging children to develop a deeper 

understanding of mathematical concepts.  

 

Early Years 

In EYFS pupils should be developing their concept of the number system through the use of 

concrete materials and pictorial representations. They should experience practical 

calculation using a wide variety of equipment, e.g. small world play, role play, counters, 

cubes, ways of recording calculations using pictures, etc. We use Numicon to help develop 

a deep understanding of the number system. Reception are currently taking part in the 

Mastering Number Programme from NCETM, which is a programme designed to ensure 

children have a thorough understanding of number and the number system. This programme 

will make up the majority of Maths taught sessions, with the remainder being teacher 

designed in order to cover other aspects of the curriculum. In order to ensure that all aspects 

of the curriculum are covered we have created a long term plan which covers both 

Reception and Nursery that identifies key concepts to be taught, including those from the 

Mastering Number programme. 

 

KS1 and 2 

From Year 1- 6 we use Maths No Problem! (MNP) supplemented with teacher designed 

resources. This scheme uses the Concrete, Pictorial, Abstract approach to encourage 

children to think mathematically, building in lots of opportunities for mathematical discussion 

and encouraging the use of manipulatives. As part of our work on manipulatives we have 

introduced Numicon across KS1 and 2 in order to give children access to a consistent 

manipulative should they need it. Teachers have the flexibility to adapt the ideas in MNP and 

some lessons will be designed from scratch if teachers feel there is a more effective 

approach to teaching a concept. Our learning for each half term has been put into a 6 

week framework to show the flow of learning and teachers have considered carefully the 

best time to teach each concept. As a result of the publication of the Ready To Progress 

Criteria we have also been able to identify key content within each year group. This content 

is already part of our Maths curriculum but is highlighted within planning so staff are aware of 

its importance.  

KS1 also follow the NCETM Mastering Number. This is a programme which is based on 4 

sessions a week outside of Maths lessons which aims to develop children’s understanding of 

Number and the Number system. As part of this work one of the key resources which pupils 

will use is a Rekenrek. 

 
Daily Arithmetic Practice 

In Years 2 – 6 children have the opportunity to practise arithmetic regularly through 10 in 10. 

10 in 10 is a set of 10 questions which the children have 10 minutes to answer. The questions 

are carefully chosen to cover: 

✓ Recent/Current teaching 

✓ End of Year expectations 

✓ Ready to Progress Criteria 

This gives the children the opportunity to practise key mathematical skills throughout the year 

and encourages regular revisiting of concepts. 

 



 

 

Times Table Rockstars 

As a school we use Times Table Rockstars as a way to practise Times Table knowledge, both 

in preparation for the MTC at the end of Year 4 and to contribute towards children’s fluency 

in mathematical facts. 

In Year 3 and 4 children have regular sessions in class where they use TTRS to practise their 

times tables. All children from Year 2 – 6 have access to TTRS online and can use it to practise 

their tables at home. 

 
Reading 

Children are exposed to high quality, age-appropriate texts throughout their time at Hillside. 

As much as possible, we aim to link our texts to the current curriculum enquiry to allow 

children to apply prior knowledge and deepen their understanding in that area. Our texts 

are also chosen based on the richness of learning they bring to our specific reading skills. 

Throughout school, we aim to cover a wide variety of authors, genres and topics to widen 

our children’s cultural capital. 

In KS1 we follow the RWI scheme to deliver the phonics learning.  Once children are off 

program, we use the FFT comprehension Framework to support our delivery of the reading 

curriculum. 

 

Writing 

Through our immersive curriculum, children at Hillside experience writing woven through their 

enquiries. This engages children, gives their writing a purpose and allows for a wide variety of 

text types and knowledge-use. 

Through use of the genre progression document and the grammar and punctuation 

progression document, staff are aware of what specific skills need to be taught in their year 

group to ensure that progression is evident, and children are being challenged 

appropriately. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Enquiry Design Process 

In order to ensure we have clarity over our enquiries we use an Enquiry Design Process.  This 

supports teachers in considering the key aspects of their planning in order to ensure the 

enquiry is progressive, meets the ambition of the National Curriculum and supports children in 

making links in their learning. 

 

Enquiry Design Process 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Planning Proformas 

In order to ensure that we have complete coverage of the National Curriculum we use a 

Long Term Plan (LTP) to map out what will be taught when for each year group, it also 

supports staff in beginning to formulate their enquiries across the year.  Whole school subject 

maps are used to map out the content choices within each subject and each year group to 

look for overlap and progression. These plans then inform the Medium Term Plan (MTP) which 

are written for each 6 week enquiry.  The MTP ensure that teachers have clarity over what 

they are teaching, but also what has gone before and what will come next so that they can 

support children to make the links in their learning. Teachers then use this to create their 

weekly plan following the Lesson Design Model. 

 

LTP 

 
 

Whole School Subject Map 

 

 



 

 

MTP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Subject Leadership 

At Hillside, staff members have the opportunity to become subject leaders.  Subject 

leaders have responsibility for a subject across school. They need to have a strategic  

overview of what is happening in that area across the whole school – from EYFS to 

Year 6 (and into Year 7.) They need to understand what will be taught (intent), how 

effectively it is being taught (implementation) and how well pupils know, understand 

and remember what is taught (impact).  

 Subject leaders use the following prompts to support their knowledge about their 

subject. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scope: Is the curriculum ambitious? Does it at least match that of the NC? Does planning 

consider all types of knowledge that pupils need from EY to Year 6? 

Components and sequencing: Are larger, composite ideas broken down into smaller steps or 

component knowledge? Does prior knowledge support subsequent learning? Is there an 

obvious progression from one end point to the next? 

Memory: How has the curriculum been designed so that pupils re-visit important knowledge 

and remember and understand it? How does the curriculum aim to connect knowledge in 

long-term memory to develop greater understanding? 

SEND: How has the curriculum been planned to ensure ambition for all? If pupils find the study 

of a subject difficult, how is the curriculum adapted? 

Pedagogy and assessment: How are lessons delivered in the subject? Is it generic pedagogy 

or subject-specific? How well do teachers use formative assessment to systematically check 

pupils’ knowledge and understanding. How does assessment inform future learning? 

Enrichment: How is the subject experience enriched through experts and experiences?  How 

does the subject develop cultural capital?  Do disadvantaged and children with SEND access 

the same experience as others? 

Culture: Is the subject valued? How well are staff trained and developed in this subject? Are 

there opportunities for pupils to build cultural capital? What about to develop a love of this 

subject? 

Policy: How do school-wide policies integrate the subject e.g., marking, feedback, CPD etc? 

Is this subject a priority for the school? 

 



 

 

Appendix 1 – Hillside Curriculum Structure Flowchart: How our model is enacted 

 

 
 


